
Curry County Code Enforcement 

Several years ago, a group of neighbors came to the Board of Commissioner’s 

meeting to inform the Commissioners of a VERY serious situation in their 

neighborhood.  There was a vacant home that had been taken over by vagrants.  

They showed pictures of raw sewage, a destroyed home, used needles, sleeping 

bags, and garbage everywhere.  Previous to this presentation, very little had been 

done in Curry County to enforce County codes because of the County’s financial 

difficulties.  This blighted home was in a very nice area and having this situation 

was unsafe and affected home values in the neighborhood.  Sue Gold stated that 

“we need to put ourselves in the shoes of these people and try to help them to 

get this situation resolved.”  Commissioners subsequently decided to hire Dave 

Fortman to be the new code enforcement officer on a part-time basis. 

The number of complaints that have been reported in the County has grown so 

much that the commissioners made Dave Fortman a full-time employee and hired 

another employee to handle the large number of cases.  As of this date, over 1400 

cases have been opened in the County and approximately 80% of those cases 

have been resolved.  Fortman said:  “We are not really interested in collecting 

fines.  We are more interested in getting these properties cleaned up.  We also 

know that many of the people in the County that have blighted properties do not 

have the means to clean up everything at once because of the expense involved.  

We work with those people to insure that they are making progress by monitoring 

their property on a regular basis.”  

There have been a number of abandoned RVs left on County roads that have 

been filled with garbage and our Code Enforcement officers have had to have 

them removed and taken to the land fill to be disposed of.  There was also a large 

homeless camp in Harbor next to the Chetco River that was eliminated.  This was 

a major effort that was orchestrated by Dave Fortman along with the Sheriff’s 

Department and Roads Department and there were many truckloads of trash that 

had to be delivered to the dump.  Fortunately, Commissioner Gold was able to 

negotiate a reduced rate through CTR and in doing so the County saved 

thousands of dollars.   



Our County is a beautiful place to live and we need to keep it pristine by 

eliminating these “eyesores”. 

The Code Enforcement Department also addresses animal control issues and 

works closely with the animal shelters in Brookings and Gold Beach. 

If you have any complaints about problems in your area, you can file those 

complaints on the County website:  https://www.co.curry.or.us/ 
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